to use k because it symbolized their goals and prerogatives. We had come full circle-to fully appreciate human nature and the impor tance of symbols.
The challenge of today is to realize that symbols may divide, but they may also cause mergers and partnerships, even as a birthday gathering is a celebration that unites various concerns and respon sibilities. As we recognize the Centennial of the American Dialect Society, we apply ourselves to the challenge of the goals laid out before us today by our leaders in phonetic symbols and their future use. Welcome to this intellectual challenge! Mary Ritchie Key Chair, ADS Centennial Celebration Committee University of California, Irvine * * * 1989 is the 200th anniversary of both the French Revolution and the beginning of American government-the signing of the US Constitution, the opening of the first session of the United States Congress, and the inauguration of George Washington as Presi dent. 1989 also marks the 100th anniversary of another greatperhaps not so earth-shaking, but nonetheless important-event: in 1889, a small group of scholars, meeting at Harvard University, founded the American Dialect Society. As part of its Centennial, the Society is proud to sponsor this conference to discuss impend ing changes in the International Phonetic Alphabet.
The American Dialect Society, at the end of its first century of life, is vigorous and thriving, with close to 600 individual members, plus several institutional subscribers to ADS publications, the quar terly American Speech and the monograph series Publication of the American Dialect Society. The majority of ADS members are in English-speaking North America-in 45 American states and Puerto Rico and in most of the provinces of Canada. But membership is not restricted to North America nor to English-speaking countries. In addition to the United States and Canada, ADS has members in 19 other countries around the world, the largest number being in Japan, Germany, and England.
Three members of the American Dialect Society are directly responsible for providing this opportunity for concerned Ameri can scholars to discuss and plan for changes and improvements in that most useful tool for linguistic study, the International Pho netic Alphabet.
Professor Mary Ritchie Key of the University of California at Irvine is chair of the Centennial year activities for ADS. Professor Garland Cannon of Texas A&M University devised and initiated the plan to support a number of conferences like this one as part of our Centennial celebration. Professor Arthur Bronstein, formerly of the City University of New York and currently serving as Visiting Professor at our host institution, the University of California at Berkeley, has, as you all must know, worked tirelessly and creatively to put together the splendid program that we are about to enjoy.
They are your true hosts. My role here is purely ceremonial. On behalf of the American Dialect Society, I welcome you to share in the fruits of their planning and effort.
Thomas J. Creswell President, American Dialect Society * * * When distinguished scholars like Edward S. Sheldon, George L. Kittredge, J. M. Manly, and 25 others attended an organizational meeting at Harvard University on 13 March 1889, the American Dialect Society was formed. They specified in their Constitution that the object was "the investigation of the spoken English of the United States and Canada, and incidently of other non-aboriginal dialects spoken in the same countries." The articles in American Speech 100 years later show that this worthy goal has been accom plished, enriched, and even extended.
Coincidental with the centennial meetings of the Society in 1989 is the convention in Kiel, Germany, in August 1989, to con sider possible revisions of the International Phonetic Alphabet, which is itself almost a century old. So as to make the Berkeley observance into a major scholarly event that would prepare some of the way for the Kiel meeting, leading American phoneticians were assembled for this observance. When one reads the names on the program of the Berkeley conference, the Society can be proud that the standards and éclat set by Sheldon, Manly, and others a century ago have been maintained in every way. Indeed, scholars also from the International Phonetic Association, Linguistic Soci ety of America, Dictionary Society of North America, and Speech and Communication Association selflessly stopped their research projects to prepare special papers for the Berkeley conference.
Centennial observances should not be empty occasions where hallowed names from the past are respectfully enumerated but should make major scholarly and intellectual accomplishments and set new challenges for the next one hundred years. The Berkeley ADS Centennial Celebration is to be congratulated for a resplendent success. It can be confidently predicted that the pub lished Proceedings of this conference will be stimulating scholars for decades to come, even as the American Dialect Society's origi nal Dialect Notes continues to inspire scholarship.
Garland Cannon Chair, ADS Committee on English in the Americas
